THE DADFORDS

A vital ingredientin the constructionof any canalwas the
appointmentof an Engineer.One ‘who has chargeof the
design and construction of great works’, it was the
Engineer’sjob to survey the land, choosethe bestroute,
designthe canal and its engineeringfeatures— aqueducts,
locks, tunnelsetc. — preparethe plans, specificationsand
estimatesspeakfor the bill in Parliamentmarkouttheline,
preparecontracts,superviseconstructionapprovepayment,

and generally act as the senior servant of the canal company.

No history of the Brecon& AbergavennyCanalwould
be completewithout referenceto ThomasDadford Jr., the
engineer appointed for the construction of the canal.
However, he was not the only memberof the Dadford
family to be involved. His youngerbrotherJohnhad been
‘de facto’ engineerfor two yearsbefore him, their brother
Jameshelpedafter Thomas’deathand their father, Thomas
Dadford Sr., helped with the initial survey work. These four
Dadfords madea major contributionto the canalsof South
Wales and the English Midlands and their associated
tramroadsThe authorhasthereforethoughtit worthwhileto
devotea completechapterof this history of the B&A to
these under-sung pioneers of the canal age.
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Origins

The ancientorigins of the Dadford family are at present
unknown. Surnameseganto be adoptedin the thirteenth
centuryandthe nameDadfordis a ‘toponymic’, one of the
groupof namesdenotingthe placeor district from which an
individual came.There are threelikely placesfrom which
thefirst bearersof the namemay havesprung— Dadfordin
Buckinghramshire (Grid. Ref. SP67 38), Dodford in Northampton-
shire (SP 61 60andthe adjacentillagesof GreatandLittle
Dodfordin Worcestershir¢SO 93 73)Of these Dadfordin
Buckinghamshire seems the most likely.

By thelate 18th centurytherewere Dadfordsin London,
in the Kidderminsterarea,andparticularlyin Northamptonr
shire. Migration from the Buckinghamshirevillage of
Dadford outwards along the roads northwards towards
NorthamptorandsouthwardgowardsOxford no doubtgave
rise to the sporadic incidence of probably unrelated
individualsin villagesandtownsbetweenthoseplaces.The
Dadfordsin Northamptonitself could have stemmedfrom
either the Buckingheamshire village of Dadford or the
Northamptonshire Dodford. The latter may have beerthe
original sourceof the Dadfordslater presentat Southam,

Warwicks. Researchby Dadford family historian Paul
Dadford has establishedthat the Kidderminster Dadfords
stemmedrom London Dadfordswho were originally from
Northamptonshirelt may be significantthata folk memory
of connection with the canal Dadfords persists today
amongst apparently unrelated Kidderminster Dadfords,

The fact that ThomasSr. marriedin Wolverhamptonin
1759 andreturnedtherein retirementc.1800could suggest
that his own immediaterootslay in the area.However,the
1767 Return of Papistsrecords his mother Priscilla as
havinglived in Wolverhamptorfor eight years.This raises
the possibility thatthe family hadmovedto Wolverhampton
from elsewhere ¢.1759.

Certainly Thomas Sr. was in Wolverhampton in
Novemberl758,whenhe actedasa witnessat the marriage
of Elizabeth Dadford and Charles Alton at St. Peter’s
church.Elizabeth,presumablyhis sister,was aged20. She
married with the consentof her mother Priscilla, which
suggeststhat Thomasand Elizabeth’s father was already
dead.His identity is at presentunknown. Priscilla herself
died in 1769, her burial being recordedin the Wolver-
hampton registers on 17 April 1769.

ThomasSr. was himself married at St. Peter’'schurch
Wolverhamptora yearlaterwhen,on 9 Septembet759,he
married Frances Brown. Like Elizabeth’s marriage to
CharlesAlton, it was a marriageby licenceratherthan by
bannsand the licence bond recordsthat ThomasDadford
was a joiner and carpenter,aged29. Franceswas 22, the
daughterof Samuel Brown, a Wolverhamptontoymaker
(toy meaningsmall fashion article or trinket). Under the
Hardwick Marriage Act of 1753 all marriages,other than
those of Jewsand Quakers,had to be solemnizedin the
Church of England. Marriage by licence was a common
practicefor RomanCatholics— to avoid havingto havethe
bannscalledin the Anglican church— andit seemscertain
that both Francesand Thomas were Catholics. Frances’
parentshad married by licence, Thomas’ mother Priscilla
wasa CatholicandThomashimselfwascertainlya Catholic
in later life.

Thomas’ageat thetime of his marriageindicatesthathe
wasborn ¢.1730.No recordof his baptismhasbeenfound
andif he cameof a RomanCatholicfamily this would not
be too surprising. Even though Catholicism had a strong
following in the West Midlands at the time, helpedby the
protectionof powerful Catholic magnatedike the Earl of
Dudley, Catholicswere not yet free from periodic discrim
ination and registers were carefully guarded.

It is alternativelyjust possiblethat Thomaswasbaptised
in the Church of England and that he converted at the time of
his marriage.In this casethe baptismof a ThomasDadford,
sonof John,at Bicesterin 1730might berelevantHowever,
this seems unlikely given his mother's Catholicism.
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The Family

Thomasand Francesare known to have had at least six
children: Thomas,James,John,Ann (who died in infancy),
William and Mary. Becausetheir baptisms as Roman
Catholicshavenot so far beentraced,their exactdatesand
placesof birth are not known. The three eldeboyswould
have beenborn while their father was working on the
Staffordshire& Worcesteshire Canal. William and Mary
could have born either at Compton, where the canal
companyprovided a housefor Thomasand his family in
1774, or at Wordsley (Dudley) where Thomas leaseda
housein 1776, following his appointmentas engineerand
surveyor to the Stourbridge Canal.

Thomaswasclearly a self-mademanwith limited formal
education — his spelling remained idiosyncratic and
Brindleyesqueto the last — but he recognisedhe value of
educationHis eldestsonwaswell educatedsomewhereand
his three youngersonsJames,JJohn and William attended
the famous Roman Catholic school at SedgleyPark, near
Wolverhampton(April 1777 to June 1781, May 1778 to
June 1781 and August 1786 to May 1787 respectively).
William at leastwasa boarderas he took with him “... two
suits, & 2 waistcoats 6 shirts, 7 pr. of stockings,3 pr. of
shoes2 hats,4 poc.handk.fsKnife, combs&c. [and]alarge
box wch Mr. Prendergashas”! William was a slightly
unusualnamefor a staunchlyRoman Catholic family to
choosecomparedwith the more Biblical nameschosenfor
the other children. The choice of William possibly
representea desireto showloyalty to the Englishthrone—
Prince William the 3rd son of King Georgelll had been
bornin 1767- andtherehad,afterall, beena SaintWilliam
in the thirteenthcentury.But if thatwasthe desirewhy not
chooseGeorge?t is temptingto wonderwhetherWilliam
and Mary Dadford might have beerwins andtheir naming
a reflection of the religious toleration introducedin 1688
under the joint monarchs William and Mary.

ThomasJr., the eldestson, married Ann, daughterof
Jamesand Ann Parkerof Bluntington Green,Chaddesley
Corbett, Worcestershireat Belbroughtonon 15th August
1797. Ann was aged 37 and, like Thomas,was a Roman
Catholic. Thomas’sister Mary married JosephRock at St.
Peter’'s Wolverhamptonin 1800. Mary and Josephhave
many descendantslive in the Midlands and elsewhere
today. However, the longevity and fecundity enjoyed by
ThomasDadford Sr. seemsnot to have beerpassedo his
malechildren.ThomaslJr.diedon 2 April 1801,aged40and
Jamesdied on 20 February 1804 aged 35. John had
apparentlydied before 1809 as he is not mentionedin his
father’'s will, drawn up in that year, and William was
missingin America. So far asis known, noneof them had
any children.

To guessat their shortlife spanis largely speculation.
However, there are pointers. Thomaswas certainly ill for
some time as, several months before he died, he
recommendechis pupil John Davies to the B&A canal
companyto succeedim astheirengineel An earlier bout
of illness, in 1790, had delayedthe start of work on the
GlamorganshireCanal® His marriagecomparativelylate in
life may have beerdue solely to the pressure®f his busy
working life leaving little time for courting. However, the
age of his bride and his subsequeniliness suggestthat
perhapshe was alreadyin needof looking after and they
promptthe ideathat he might havewritten to the RC priest

at ChaddesleyCorbett to enquire whether there was a
suitable spinsterin need of a husband.Thomas’ brother
Jamedlied after“a long andpainful iliness” borne“with the
greatestfortitude and resignation” PerhapsThomasand
James’ deathswere due to no more than overwork and
unpleasantvorking conditions— from an early ageirregular
living andeating,long hoursspentoutdoorsin all weathers
offset by long hours spentindoorsin candle-litinn rooms
poring over plans, specificationsand estimates.However,
their fatherworkedin similar conditionsanddied at the age
of 79.1t is temptingto surmisethatboth ThomasandJames,
and possibly John and William too, suffered from TB,

perhaps contracted in the dormitories of Sedgley Park.
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Their Careers
THOMASDADFORD Sr.

Thomas Dadford Sr's. known canal careerstartedon 17
March 1767whenhe wasappointedCarpenteandJoinerto
the Staffordshireand Worcestershir€€analCo. “to serveus
in theway of hissaidTrades"at£70ayear! Thecanalwas
part of JamesBrindley’'s grand plan to link the Trent,
Mersey, Severn and Thames.
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Dadford’s postwas rathermore importantthanit might
at first sound, carpenterbeing akin to the modernword
builder, and ranked third in importance after James
Brindley, Engineer,at £200 p.a. and John Baker, Clerk of
Works, at £100 p.a. It seemslikely that Dadford had an
establishedeputationin his tradeashe was*to providethe
personsnecessaryo work underhis Direction but to have
no profit whatsoeveifrom them.” His wide rangingduties
including setting out locks and drawing up plans for
buildings.Thelarge canalbasinat Stourport— “a basonthat
covers3 acres”— andthe locks downinto the Severnwere



attributed to him — “great Works done in 5 years by
Mr Datford (sic).”3 He dso aded as a contrador, constructing
a substantialmasonry aqueductacrossthe River Sow in
1771for £756. ThomasClifford, shareholderandlocal RC
landowner stoodsuretyfor the performanceof his contract.
The canalwasopenthroughoutoy May 1772andpromotion
came Dadford’s way in Septemberl773 when he was
appointedengineer(i.e. residentengineerjat £100a yeart —
“by wich (sic) Baker is apparently much disgustéd.”

Dadford Snr’s. experiencehad madehim somethingof
an experton locks and it seemsquite likely that he was
responsiblefor rearrangingthe locks at Bratch into their
presentform. Originally a staircaseof three chambersthe
top and bottom locks were moved away from the centre
chambermy a few feetto allow for culvertsandside ponds,
thus reducingthe amountof water neededto passthrough
the locks®

In 1774, he (not his son Thomas,who was at mostonly
fourteen years old at the time) surveyed the River
Stroudwaterfor possibleimprovements,assistedby John
Priddey? Their schemeto makeit navigablefor nearly ten
miles from a point near Stroud to the River Severn,
recommendediew cutsto avoid the manymills, andwould
havebenefitedthe Staffs.& Worcs.from thetonnageon the
additional coal traffic that could have travelled via the
Staffs. & Worcs. to the Strouditer Canal.

Two yearslater DadfordSr. hadevidentlydecidedt was
time to move on to fresh challengesandin April 1776 he
gave his notice to the Staffs. & Worcs., simultaneously
offering his servicesto the Stroudwatemavigationandthe
StourbridgeNavigation. To the latter companyhe stressed
his expertise in lock design —

“Experanceas taughtme every Imperfectionof Locks;
thareforel shouldmakeyour Locks mutchimprovedand
to continue with little Reparesor Indaranceto your
Canal ...”

In June 1776 the Stourbridgecompanyduly appointed
him, Thos. Dadford Sr., as their ‘principal Engineer
Surveyorand Supervisor'at £120 p.a.8 a position he held
until he resignedin 17819 The contract included the
provision of a houseto rent but in the eventthe company
loanedDadfordmoneyto purchaseheleaseof a housefrom
the executorof BenjaminWinwoodin 1776.The company
paid the rent, Dadford agreeing"“ to furnish the Company
Gratison the said Premiseawvith a Blacksmith& Carpenters
Shopa StoreHouse& Timber Yard andall othernecessary
Conveniencesthat may be wanted for the use of the
Navigation.”0 It is possiblethat the presentimber building
known as ‘Dadford’s Shed’ marks the spot.

From June 1776 Dadford Sr. was also engineerto the
Stourbridge’scompanionthe Dudley Canal, his contract
with the Stourbridgeallowing him to take this position1!
His salary was £80, reducedto £40 when the three year
contract was renewed in 177912 From 1784 he was
employed onan ad hoc but frequent basis.

The Dudley and Stourbridgecanalswere intended,inter
alia, to provide a route for coal from minesaroundDudley
to Stourbridgeand onwardsto towns along the Severnvia
the Staffs. & Worcs. canall3 At Black Delph, near the
Dudley’sjunctionwith the Stourbridge Dadfordconstructed
a flight of nine locks (rebuilt in 1858 along a different line
becausef mining subsidence)Theflight includeda double
andtriple ‘pseudostaircase’j.e. slightly separateg¢hambers

with culvert accessto sidepondsbetweenthe chambers,
similar to the modified arrangemenét Bratch.Locks 9 and
10 on the Stourbridge ‘16’ were similarly constructed.

Dadford’s role with the Dudley Canal continuedwhen
the extensiorto join the BirminghamCanalreceivedits Act
in 1785and he had overall responsibilityfor the 2942 yard
long Dudley tunnel. John Wildgoose was appointed
Surveyor under him to superintendthe tunnel and other
works14 Constructionstartedearly in 1786 JohnPinkerton
the contractorprovedlessthansatisfactoryandwasreleased
from his contract in 1787, the company taking over
constructionaccordingto Dadford’s plan but without his
further services.The tunnel was eventually completedin
1792 under the direction of Josiah Clowes!> Dadford’s
reputationappearsiot to havesufferedundulyasin 1798he
was calledin, at £1.11.6(1% guineas)a day, to direct the
repairs of the Leasowes embankmnt.

In 1778 he surveyedand reportedon the state of the
StroudwaterNavigation but was too “engagedin sundry
Navigations?7 to take on the postof engineerto complete
the navigation,recommendingnstead‘Mr. Clews’ (Josiah
Clowes).

From approx.1780to 1787 Dadford Sr. was engineer
(i.e.residentengineer)or the Trent& MerseyCanalCo. In
1780, assistedby his son Thomas,he surveyedthe River
Trent for improvements, reportingto the Trent & Mersey
Co. in November.In 1784, with Robert Whitworth, he
advisedthe Coventry Canal Companyon their proposed
aqueducbverthe River Tamel8 Betweenl785and1787he
surveyedthe Fazeleyto Fradley section of the Coventry
Canalandsupervisedhe constructionof the part of it from
Fradley-WhittingtonBrook for the Trent& MerseyCol9 It
was possibly during this work that Dadford first met his
future partnerThomasSheashbySr. of Tamworth,who was
the contractorfor the Whittington Brook to FazeleySection
section of the Coventry Canal from 1785-90and for the
Atherstoneto Fazeleysectionfrom 1785-8920 In 1785the
railway from CaldonLow Quarriesto FroghallWharfonthe
Caldonbranchof the Trent & Merseywas partially rebuilt
along a new route, the canal being extendedby 540 yds,
including a short tunnel. It is not certain that Dadford
supervisedthis but he, and presumablyhis son Thomas,
would at leasthave beerawareof whatwasgoing on. The
railway, originally built in 1788, had been designed
following Shropshirepracticeusing flat castiron cappings
laid on the top of woodenrails, the waggonshavingflanged
wheels.The cappingswerethreefeetlong, about1%4" thick
and weighed42 b, with a triangular projectionat one end
and a notch at the other. There were two fixing holes
18 inchesapart, the rail being widenedoppositethe holes.
Limestonewasloadedinto boatsat Froghallwharf andthere
were also 4 lime kilns therefrom 1786, from which lime
was loaded into boa#s.

Dadford was evidently living at Cobridge during this
period and was also honing his architecturalskills. In the
1770s‘Mr. Dadford of Wolverhampton... well known in
Catholiccirclesin the West Midlands’ had advisedon the
rebuilding of the parish church tower at Chaddesley
Corbett?2 In 1780 he was closely involved with the
rebuilding of Stafford Gaol, thoughin what capacityis not
clear23 In 1780/2he contributedto the costof building St.
Peter's(R.C.) Chapelat RushtonGrange ,Cobridge(demot
ished1936) and may well haveprovidedthe designg4 His
son Jamessigneda deedin 1790 relating to the school at



Cobridge?> Dadford’s addresswas still given as Cobridge
in July 1790 when he enteredinto the contractto construct
the Glamorganshire Canal.

In 1783 ThomasDadford Sr. was electeda memberof
the Smeatoniarsocietyof Civil EngineersFoundedn 1771
under the leadershipof John Smeaton,the Smeatonian
Society was the first professional body for the civil
engineering profession. Dadford was one of just 42
memberselectedbefore 1800. Other canalengineersn the
Society included William Jessop,John Rennie, Robert
Whitworth and Robert Mylne.

In November 1789 Thomas Dadford and Thomas
Sheashysr. were appointedcontractordor the construction
of the Cromford Canalin Derbyshire William Jessopbeing
the principal engineerand Benjamin Outram the ‘canal
superintendent’i.e. residentengineer Dadfordand Sheasby
evidentlyunderestimatethe job for in Novemberl790they
were reportedto be in financial difficulties andin January
1791they declaredtheir inability to proceedand withdrew.
Outram completedthe work for the company,employing
direct labou?®

Late in 178%7 Dadford surveyed the route of the
proposedGlamorganshireCanal, which was to run from
Merthyr Tydfil to Cardiff. He appeareastechnicalwitness
whentheBill for the canalwasgoingthroughits committee
stagesin 179028 The Act was passed on 9 June and on 15 July
he, his son Thomas, and Thaomas Sheasby Sr. Signed an agree
ment with the proprietorsto buil d the canal for £48288-9-6.29

By Novemberl790certainly— and probablyasearly as
August— Dadfordwasalreadyat work with his sonThomas
and ThomasSheasbySnr. as engineer-contractorfor the
Glamorganshire Canal.3° They were thus simultaneously
engageddn the constructionof two different canalsover a
hundred miles apart for a period of some months. One
wonderswhetherwithdrawal from the Cromford had more
to dowith the prosped of greaer earnings on the Glamorgan-
shire than with real losseson the Cromford. Whateverthe
reasonDadford seemsto haveescapedrom the Cromford
Canalworkswith little damageto his reputationandhe was
clearly held in high regard by Richard Crawshay, the
ironmasterand principal proprietor of the Glamorganshire
Canal.In April 1791 Crawshaywrote of his ‘Surveyor &
Navigation Maker’ to Court de Reden in Berlin:-

“On my returnfrom Walesl found your Favourof 26th
Febry.—whenyour Engineerappearderel will puthim
underthe Tuition of the ablestMan who haspromised
me he will teachhim all he knows| meanDadford our
Contractorhe hasmadeso greatProgresshat had | not
lately beenan Eye Witnessof — any reportwould have
fall'n far shortof —in my belief he will | believeobtain

both my gold Medals— andget10,000 by his Contract
1131

It is not certainexactlyhow ThomasDadfordfirst came
to the notice of Richard Crawshay.The links between
industry in South Wales and the English Midlands were
alreadystrongin the 18th century. Most of the industrial
entrepreneurin Waleswere from the Midlands, including
Crawshay’sfellow promotersand ironmastersat Merthyr
Tydfil — SamuelHomfray at PenydarrenWilliam Taitt at
Dowlais andRichardHill at Plymouth.Dadford might have
beenknownto any of them.Certainly,he would havebeen
known to SamuelHomfray sincein 1776 Samuel’sfather
Franciswas Treasurerof the StourbridgeCanal,for which

Thomas Dadford Sr. was the Engineer. Francis had an
ironworks near Broseley in Shropshireand a forge at
Stewponey,close by the Staffordshire& Worcestershire
Canal.He would have beenvell awareof the valueof water
transport.

Crawshay himself had gathered some knowledge of
canals.Oneof his early actionsin 1790wasto ask Thomas
Dadford Seniorto ‘ride over’ to see the inclined planeon
the Ketley Canal, which supplied William Reynolds’
ironworks with coal. Crawshay consideredthat Dadford
seemedto have “a very deficient idea of the utility of
inclined planes”. He was unsuccessfuin his attemptto
convert Dadford — perhapsunsurprisinglyin view of the
latter’s self-proclaimed lock expertise — and wrote to
Reynoldson 4 August1790that‘l wascompel'dto give up
my predeliction for inclining [sic] plan€es.

By July 1791 Dadford was renting the Glamorganshire
CanalCompany’s'Navigation House’at Abercynon,which
had beenbuilt for the company,probablyto his plans, by
William Prichard33 There the Dadfordsmay from time to
time have entertainedCrawshayhimself — until his move
from Londonto Cyfarthfain 1792, Crawshayhad fancied
purchasingan inn where he could stay on his visits to the
canalbut on 6th July 1791 wrote to JamesCockshutt,his
partner, that:-

... I will concernmyself no fartheraboutan Inn on the
Roadbut will furnish a Room at Dadfordsfor my own
use& makethatmy Placeof Residenceccasionallytill
somethingbetterfalls to my Choice— keepin your Eyea
Situationon proprietorsland at the tail of the first lock

Dadfordwasalsoinvolved in the Dowlais railroad, built to
connectDowlaisironworkswith the headof the canal.John
Van Laun saysDadford was consultedon someaspectsof
the railroad34 Rowson & Wright refer to him as the
engineer> Certainlyheadvisedon the route36 andmaywell
haveappliedhis CaldonLow knowledgeto the designof the
Dowlais rails. Thesewere of similar weight per yard, but
with round tongue and socket ends rather than a simple
triangleandnotch37 Slightly thickerat 2" thanthe 134" cast
iron cappingausedat CaldonLow, they maywell havebeen
independentails asVan Laun suggest® or may havebeen
supportedon longitudinal timber rails as Hadfield and
Rowson& Wright suggesB? If the rails on the Dowlais
railroadwereindeedindependentthen Dadfordwould have
beeninvolvedwith anearly useof all-iron rails andflanged
wheelsbut it would not have beerthe first use of flanged
wheels Flangedwheelson woodenrails hadlong beenused
in English coalfield$0

Crawshay’s good opinion of Dadford deteriorated
somewhatsthe canaloverranon both time andcosts.The
crunchcamein Decemberl794whenthe two Dadfordsand
Sheasbywho at thattime weremanaginghe canalpending
the completion of outstandingworks, refusedto repair a
breachwithout extrapaymentandwithdrew their men.The
canalcompanysuedthe Dadfordsand Sheasbyor £17,000
(which includedthe £10,000bondthey had enterednto for
the duedischargeof their contract*! However,independent
arbitration by the engineerRobert Whitworth was almost
entirely in the contractors’favour, finding that they should
repay just £15122

Despitethe costover-run—thefinal costwas£103,6003
comparedwith the estimateof £48k andthe authorisedsum



of £90k,i.e. £60kplusafurther£30kif necessary- it cannot
be said that the company had a bad deal. The

GlamorganshireCanal, 25% miles long*4 from Merthyr to

the seaat Cardiff, with 51 locks, was not only a great
engineering achievement, it was also a conspicuous
commercialsuccessembarrassingts proprietorsfor years
with the problem of surplus revenues.

An interestingfeatureof the Glamorganshir€anal,and
with relevanceo othercanalsin SouthWales,wasThomas
Dadford'sintroduction of boat dimensionsof 60 feet by 8
feet9 inches.Slightly shorterandwider than canalboatsof
the English Midlands, the size was perhapsinfluencedby
the hilly terrain. This is exploredin more detail in the
chapter/paper on Boats and Boat Builders.

Dadfordmay alsohave beemesponsibldor introducing
the ‘oculus’ decoration- the styliseddiamond-shapedye—
on Welshcanalboatsasthis featurealsoappearedn some
Midlands boats and would have been familiar to him.

In 1796, following the resignationof his son John,
Thomas Dadford Sr. took over as engineer of the
MontgomeryshireCanal,his sonThomasrecommendindnis
father“under whom they were bred,andwho hashadgreat
experience in Canal works ... 45 He completedthe section
from the junctionwith the EllesmereCanalat Carreghofao
Garthmyl south of Welshpoolin 1797. This was his last
major canal work, though he carried out a survey for a
railway at Penrhyn slate-quarries, Gwynnedd c.¥#$99.
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SEDGLEY PARK CHAFEL.

“Architect: Mr. Dadford, of Wolverhampton.
Builder and Carpenter: Mr. Tay”
(illustration from Husenbeth'’s History of Sedgley Park

In 1800-1ThomasDadford Sr. designeda chapelfor the
famousR.C. Schoolat SedgleyPark,nr. Wolverhamptor,?
which three of his sonshad earlier attended SedgleyPark
Schoolwas formed ¢.1765‘by the drafting of 12 scholars
from Betley SchoolnearNewcastleon Tyne..." andexisted
for a hundredyears,closing in 1866. At its heightit had
over 200 pupils, a numberof whom subsequentlyose to
high rankin the CatholicChurch.It may not be coincidence
thathis work onthe chapeltook placeduringthelastmonths
of his eldest son’s life.

In 1804, following the deathof his secondson, James,
Thomasbriefly returnedto the Staffordshire& Worcester
shire Canal as acting resident engineer.

ThomasDadford Sr. died at Wolverhamptonn October
1809 at the ageof 79 andwas buried at St. Peter’s,church
on 28th October.He outlived at leastthreeof his sonsand
survivedhis wife Francesby just a few months,shehaving
been buried there on June 14th. They had been married
almost fifty years.

Unlike his sons,he left a will. His estatefalling in the

under £3500 category) was apparently worth about £2000.

ThomasDadford Sr. was clearly a man of ability and
stature,possessedf considerablecharmand a persuasive
personality.If at times his jobs were under-estimateche
seemsto have beenno worse than his contemporaries.
However, his withdrawal from the Cromford contractin
1791to takeon the Glamorganshireanalandthe later legal
action againsthim by the GlamorganshireCanal Company
to recoverthe cost of breachrepair (albeit unsuccessful)
raisejust the suspicionthat at timeshis busines®thicswere
a little questionable.
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THOMASDADFORD Jr. c.1760-1801

Trained by his fathe#, Thomas Dadford Jr's. known
working life startedin 1776 when he assistechis fatherin
the construction of the Stourbridge Canal until in the
Novemberof the following yearthe committeedecidedthat
“his Servicebe discontinued.? Little is thenknown of him
until in 1782 he assistechis fatherin a surveyof the River
Trent for improvements.

He presumablyhelped his father on the Fradley to
Whittington Brook sectionof the Coventry Canalin 1785
and on the constructionof the Cromford Canalin 1789,
thoughhe wasnot oneof the partnersn the contractfor the
latter.

In theautumnof 1789he carriedout whatmaywell have
beenhis first significantindependentvork — a surveyfor a
canalfrom Leominsterto the River SevernnearStourport,a
survey he extended from Leominster to Kington the
following spring. 46 miles in length, the line included
significant tunnelsat Putnal (% mile), Southnet(nearly a
mile) and Pensax(2 miles). His plan and estimateswere
approvedin January 1798 and in July 1791 he was
appointedengineerfor the canal,following the passingof
the Leominster Act in that year.

In 1790 he was one of the partnersin the contractto
constructthe Glamorganshir€anal,togethemwith his father
and ThomasSheashysr. His illnessin Junel790may have
delayedthe startof work andbeenthe reasorwhy hedid not
signthe contracton the samedateashis fatherand Thomas
Sheasby. His ‘imprudent behaviour’ causedsomefriction
in Decembemwhen he attemptedo employ his own mento
breakgroundon Lord Cardiff’s land at Cardiff, whereit had
been agreed that Lord Cardiffs own men would be
employeck

BetweenJuly andSeptembefl 790Dadfordsurveyedhe

route of the proposed\NeathCanal,possiblyassistedy his
father and brotherJohn,the generalline on his Plan being
approvedon 13 Septembe¥f. Perhapshis surveywork was
the real reasonfor the delay in starting work on the
GlamorganshireAfter the passingof the NeathAct in 1791
ThomasJr. wasappointedGeneralSurveyorto superintend
occasionallythe Works™ and ‘Head Surveyorand Super
intendent’) at a salary of 1% gns per day plus expense
leaving the completionof the contractfor the Glamorgan
shireto his fatherand ThomasSheasbySr. Under Dadford
on the Neath as engineer-contractowas JonathanGeel0
Gee had earlier been a foreman on the Staffordshire&
Worcestershire Canét.

In July 1792 Thomas Dadford Jr. was appointed
Engineer for the Monmouthshire Canal. The Act of
Parliamenhadalreadybeenobtainedandsofar asis known
Dadford did not carry out the initial pre-Act survey. His
contract‘to superintendandconductthe busines®f making
the Canal and Rail Roads” stipulatedthat he was to give
threequartersof his time to the Monmouthshire for which
his salarywasto be £400p.al2 This representec similar
daily rateto his LeominsterappointmentHe wasto work
nowhere else except on the Leominsterand was not to
undertakeany contractsfor cutting. Thomas SheasbySr.
took over his work on the Neath CaAal

The Monmouthshirewas ThomasDadford Jr's. master
piece.As originally plannedand constructedt compriseda
mainline alittle over11 milesin lengthfrom Newport(just
below Newport Bridge) to Pontnewynyddyising 447 feet
through42 locks14 From Crindau(Malpas),three quarters
of a mile north of the Town Lock just above Newport
Bridge, a branchnearly 11 milesin lengthroseapprox.350
feet through 32 locks to Crumlin.

Dadford’s flight of fourteenlocks at Rogerstonewvas a
particularly fine engineering achievement.Interestingly,



hereand elsewhereon the Monmouthshirehe madeuse of
the ‘pseudo’ staircaselocks — slightly separatecchambers
with culvertaccesgo sideponddetweenthem— pioneered
by his father on the Stourbridge and Dudley canals.

Constructionof the Monmouthshirecommencedn 1792
andthe main line was completedin 1796. Dadford’s work
included six ‘edge-rail’ tramroads:the independentTrevil
Rail Roadand five for the canalcompany,connectingthe
canal with quarries, collieries and iron works, the latter
including Beaufort,Blaenavon SirhowyandBlaendareThe
rails wereof castiron, 4 ft. long, 3 in. deep,2%2" wide at the
baseand2" wide at the top 1®> Eachrail had oneconvexend
and oneconcaveend to locate with its neighbours.The
gauge wag'8"16 Thedesignwaspresumablydevelopedy
Dadford from the form usedon the Dowlais Railroad and
was considerably stronger.

On behalf of the Monmouthshire company he also
surveyedthe ‘high level’ or ‘summit’ line for the proposed
Brecknock and AbergavennyCanal, by which the canal
would be lock-free for the greaterpart of its length [See
Chapter 1, "Purpose and Promotion']. He remained enginee
of the Monmouthshireuntil Christmas1798, though from
the endof 1796 his paid time was progressivelyreducedas
the work neared completion. The Monmouthshire was
officially declaredfinished in October 1798 and againin
April 179917

Notwithstandingthe provisionsof his contractwith the
Monmouthshire, in  July 1794 Thomas Dadford Jr.
undertookto assisthis brotherJohnin the latter’'s work as
engineerfor the MontgomeryshireCanall® With all his
other work Thomascan have had little time to assisthis
brotherandhe wasseverelycriticisedfor non-attendancby
the Montgomeryshireommitteein July 1795,thoughbarely
a month later the committee allowed him to take over a
cutting contracton the canalfrom a contractorin financial
difficulties!1® This seemsat variancewith the clausein his
contractwith the Monmouthshireprohibiting him having
“any concernin any contractfor cutting”. Thomaswould
have found it even less convenientto assistafter he had
takenhis leaveof the relatively nearbyLeominsterCanalat
the end of 1795. After John’sdeparturefor Americain the
summerof 1796, their father took over as Engineerof the
MontgomeryshireHowever,ThomasJr. did assisthis father
with a reportandinspectionof the whole line of the canal
the following yea#o

The Leominster,in contrastwith the Monmouthshire,
was not a masterpieceBy the time Dadfordleft his postat
the endof 1795, 0only the 12 miles betweenMarlbrook and
Putnal Tunnel had been openedto navigation. Problems
with the tunnels at Putnal and Southnetdelayed further
opening,though cutting had continuedsouth of the Putnal
tunnelandfollowing completionof the tunnelthe canalwas
openedto Leominsterin 1796, 18% miles in all).21 John
Rennie,reportingin Decemberl795, was critical of many
aspects- work donebadly, work incomplete designdefects
in the aqueductsThe arch form of the tunnelswas poor,
leading to bulging and local failures, particularly at
Southnet. Inadequate drainage at Putna exacebated problems
with running sand. Rennie was critical of the system of
managemenand observed‘lt is impossibleone Agent or
Residentcan attendto everything.Such a work ... would
require several ... .”

Dadford’sappointmentvasfor only a quarterof histime
and much of the blame for the problemsthat arosemust

thereforelie with inadequatelocal supervision.Even so,
what Rennie could see Dadford should have seen— and
taken action to correct. Dadford thereforecan’t escapea
substantial measure of blame.

In Decemberl795 he was engagedas Engineerfor the
executionof the 33 mile long Brecon and Abergavenny
Canal, which he had earlier surveyedon behalf of the
Monmouthshirecompany.His dutiesas Engineerincluded
“marking out the line, giving Plansfor the executionof the
Work and superintendingthe same, attending to make
Contractsmeasuringup the Works and all the businessn
the Line of an Engineer,.."22

Perhapdecausef theamountof work he alreadyhadin
hand, he appearsnot to have beenthe Brecon and
AbergavennyCompany’sfirst choiceas Engineer.The post
was advertisedin January1794 and GeorgeFletcher of
Cardiff 23 GeorgePinkertonof the well known family of
canal contractord* and JamesChapmanof Bristol?> all
applied. The committeewent so far asto write to William
Jessopfor a referenceas to Pinkerton’s suitability, other
applicantsbeinginformedthatthe committeewere'in treaty
with an Engineer'. In the event none of the three was
appointed.With the Clydach Railroad already under con
struction,the committeeapparentlyfelt the mattercould be
deferred perhapsawhile the railroadgeneratedometonnage
incomefor the company.Thomasactedas engineeron an
‘ad hoc’ basis,surveyingthe line of the Llammarchrailroad
from the collieries at Llammarch to the Clydach Iron-
works 26 markingout theline of the canal2” andpreparinga
plan and specification for the aqueductover the River
Clydachat Gilwern 28 For laying out andsupemtendingthe
agueducandembankmenhewaspaid£2.12.6(2¥2gns)per
day?29

The committee evidently returned to the matter in
Octoberl795asin a letter of 25 Octoberto JohnPowell 30
the canal companysolicitor, Edward Kendall referredto a
conversationghat he had hadwith Powell and Dadford re
the postof Engineer Dadfordhimselfwroteto Powellon 15
Novemberl 7951 regrettingthat proposalshe had madeto
the Committee were thought too high and offering his
servicedfor the threemonthsof the yearnot includedin his
engagementvith the Monmouttshire at £140 per annum
(equivalento afull time salaryof £560),with the possibility
of moretime after the first year. The existenceof a much
altereddraft lette2 from Dadfordto the Committee,dated
Decemberl 795 and addressedrom Crickhowell, indicates
that he had discussedvith Powell how he shouldword his
offer. In the eventthe committeemeetingon 17 December
agreedwith Dadford for three monthsin the year for two
yearsfrom 1 Januaryl796 at the rate of £133.6.8 payable
quarterly, “the Companyfinding a personto overlook the
Workmen under his directions8.

His time increasedto six monthsin the year from
January 1797 and three quarters from July34 as his
involvement with the Monmouthshire decreased. His
Monmoutlshire salary was to be reducedaccordingly, by
onethird from 1st Januaryonethird from 25th March and
the remainder at Michaelmé&s.

Work on the Brecon & Abergavennystartedin April
1796 to the west of Gilwern andthe 18 mile length from
Gilwern to Brecon was open by Christmas 1800. This
sectionincludedthe massiveembankmentarryingthe canal
overthe River Clydachat Gilwern, andthe fine four-arched
masonryaqueductarryingthe canalover the River Usk at



Brynich. It also included the 397 yard long tunnel at
Ashford, where like the tunnelson the Leominster,there
were difficulties.

Dadford died at Crickhowell on 2nd April 1801
reportedlyof a "Feveron the brain” supposedlybroughton
by a cold caughtduring the wintry weathe?6, leaving the
remainderof the canalto be completedin later years by
Thomas Cartwright and William Crosley.

Amongstnumeroustherminor works, Dadfordassisted
William Jessopn 1793in reportingon alternativedinesand
branchedor the EllesmereCanal3” surveyedheline of the
proposedBrecon,Hay & Witney Canal,andsurveyedaline
from the MontgomeryshireCanalto the LeominsterCanal
via Montgomery,Bishop’sCastleandLudlow.38 In 1797 he
reportedto the Commissionerf the Court of Sewersfor
the Levels of Caldicott& Wentloogeon a new catchwater
drain.In 1798 he surveyedan extensionof the NeathCanal
to Giant's Grave®® andin 1800 he re-surveyedhe route of
the Aberdare Cané&f

ThomasDadfordJr. wasburiedat Llanarth,nearRaglan,
whereJohnJonesprominentBrecon& AbergavennyCanal
shareholdeand, like the Dadfords,a RomanCatholiclived
at LlanarthCourt. The churchyardat Llanarthwasa popular
spot for the burial of Roman Catholicsfrom surrounding
parishe#’l Dadford’s tombstone,survives under the low
branchesof a yew tree nearthe churchtower. The tomb-
stone,damagedn the early 2000s,was repairedin 2013,
fundedby anappeahostedby the MonmouthsireBrecon&
AbergavennyCanalsTrust and very generouslysupported
by, amongothers,a lineal descendanbf ThomasDadford's
sister Mary and other membersof the extendedDadford
family.

Thomasdied intestate.His estatewas valued at under
£2000and lettersof administrationfor his ‘goods, chattels
and credits’ were granted to his widow, Ann.

Canal company minutes occasionally record acts of
compassionfor widows or long serving or injured staff.
Suchfeelingsseemnot to have beerextendedo their hired
Engineers.No expressionsof sadnessor condolenceat
Thomas’ passingwill be found in the surviving recordsof
either the Monmouthshireor the Brecon & Abergavenny
canalcompaniesindeed,althoughhis deathwasreportedin
the British Chronicle on April 15th, 1801 it receivesno
mention in the minutes of the Brecon & Abergavenny’s
‘GeneralAssembly’ (the annualshareholdersneeting) held
on 30th April, lessthana month after his death.(The B&A
Committeeminutesare missing for the period in question
and cannot be checked)

Thomas Dadford’s considerableengineering abilities,
rivalled his father’sbut of Thomasthe man,we know little.
His engineeringabilities were complementedy the ability
to write good Englishin a clearhand.Thereis someslight
evidencethat he may have spokenwith a Black Country
accent- hespellswater‘wayter’ in his reportto the Courtof
Sewers, possibly a sub-consciouslapse into phonetic
spelling with a typical Dudley accent. He could be
obsequiousvhenoccasiordemanded-“... | perfectlyAgree
with M'. Golborn” (James Goulborn, 1746-1819, civil
engineerand drainageand land reclamationexpert)“in all
his remarkswhich shewhim to be a Man of Judgemen&
Experience®? He may have beesomewhaheadstrongnd
was certainly imprudentin 1791 when he usedhis mento
cut ground on part of the Glamorganshirecanal through
Lord Cardiff's land, whereit had beenspecifically agreed

that Lord Cardiff's own workmen would be employed.
Thereis the suspicionthatat timeshe showeda readinesso
distancehimselffrom awkwardproblemsfor which he bore
at least partial responsibility.

IHS
In Memory of
THOMAS DADFORD
late ofCrickhowellin the
County of Brecknock
ENGINEER
who departed this life
April the 2nd 1801

Thomas Dadford Jr's grave in Llanarth churchyard
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JAMES DADFORD c.1768-1804

JamesDadford had a rather lighter canal careerthan his

immediatebrothersandit is possiblethat canalengineering
was not his first choice.JohnUpton, reportingon the state
of the Gloucesterand Sharpnes<analin 1815 wrote of

Jamesthat “he served an apprenticeshipto a different
businessand hadno experiencein such work or even
commonmasonryor carpentry... ”.1 He actedasa signatory
on a number of occasions,including signing a deed in

connection with a school at Cobridge in 179¢ and
witnessinga sharetransferdeedfor Ann Dadfordin 1803.
He representedhomasSheasbyn a disputewith the Neath
CanalCompanyin 17953 Theseactionscould be cluesto a
different original choice of career.

Jamedirst appearsn a canalcontextin 1791duringthe
constructionof the GlamorganshireHe wasnot a partnerto
the construction contract but was presumably helping.
Certainlyhe actedasa carrieron the canalduring the period
1792-4,owninga fleet of boatswhich hesoldin 1795,some
to Taitt of Dowlais, after his fatherand ThomasSheasbyad
withdrawn from the canal .4 He was able to ad independently
— when Robert Thompson, Taitt’s agent, called on the
Dadfordsin March1792to askfor two boatloadsof iron to
be transportedt was Jameswho agreedto take themwhile
‘Old Dadford’, presumablyout of loyalty to Crawshay,
Taitt’s rival, ‘shuffled without saying anything to the
purpose®™ Pendingcompletionof the canal Thompsonand
Taitt felt themselvego be in James’powerand Thompson
wrotes ‘we mustfight on asbestwe canwith persuasiormand
fair words.... ', Jamesmay havehad waggonsaswell.” He
may alsohavemanagedhe canalcompany’sstonequarry—
in aletter to Thompsor8 James refers to instructing the quarry

man to take dimensions for any stone Thompson may want.

In Junel793Jamesvasengagedy the AberdareCanal
Companyasengineerfor the surveyand constructionof an
edge-railtramroadfrom Aberdarevia Hirwaunto Penderyn.
He wasto be bepaid “at the sameSumby the Mile asMr.
John Dadford has from the proprietorsof the Brecknock
shire Canal’. The railroad was in two sections,one from
Aberdareto join ‘Mr. Glover's Rail Road upon Hirwain
Common’nearBryngwyn andthe otherfrom a point further
along Glover’s railroad near Hirwaun to ‘Penderin Lime
Rock. The railroad was reportedas finished in September
1792 and linked the limestonequarry with the Hirwaun
Ironworks, leasedby Glover, and with lime kilns and coal
works at Bryngwyn10 How much was actually built from
Bryngwyn towardsAberdareis uncertain.Jamesapparently
had the managenent of the quarry at Penderynas he was
instructedto take possessiommn 1 August1794andemploy
a man to raise the limestone.

In 1795 Jameswas appointedresidentengineerfor the
GloucesteandBerkeleyCanal,for four yearsat £315p.all
underRobertMylne asPrincipal Engineer.A distinguished
architect and civil engineer, Mylne had considerably
underestimatethe costs— his estimatefor an 18 mile long
canal, 18 feet deep was just £121,329-10-4%:(approx.
£6,800 per mile). This compares,for example, with an
estimateof £60,000and actual cost of £51,000 (approx.
£3400per mile) for the far narrowerand shallower15 mile
long SwanseaCanal by Thomas Sheasby.Mylne was
dismissedn 1798andDadford,who clearly hadthe support
of the canalcommittee,was placedin sole chargeuntil he
himself was dismissed in 1800when funds became exhausted.

It was no doubt Jamesthat the displacedMylne hadin
mind when he wrote irascibly to the CompanySecretaryin
1801,“He (William Jessopwho had beenconsultedon the
canal) and Dadford are mere drudges... . The Irish are
advertisingfor a ResidentEngineer | think Dadford and
they would fit one anotherto a T, for wrong headsand
deficiency of knowledge.12 For all Dadford’s relative
inexperiencethis judgementseemsunduly harsh.Still less
is thereanyjustificationfor the chargeof corruptionlevelled
at Dadford!3

James’canal-relatedcareercontinued.In 1799 he had
surveyedandreportedwith CharlesRobertson the needfor
strengtheninghe Dudley Canalandin 1800 he reportedon
arailroadfrom Windmill Endto CabbageHall.14 He briefly
stoodin as engineerfor the Brecon& AbergavennyCanal
following his brotherThomas'deathin April 1801.In May
he wroteto his formeremployer the Glouceste& Berkeley
Canal, se&king sixteen cest Iron Pipes for upgading the
feederfrom the River Usk at Brecor#® andin June,July and
November 1801 he authorised various items of B&A
expenditure .

Jamesdied at Stourporton 20 February1804 after “a
long and painful iliness”, his death“lamented by a large
circle of friendsandacquaintanceb The valueof his estate
was under£600. At the time of his deathhe was resident
engineer of the Staffs. & Worcs. Canal.

To the Memory of
JAMES DADFORD
Engineer
He died 20 Feb 1804

Aged 36

James Dadford’s iron headstone in Lower Mitton
churchyard, Stourport.
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JOHN DADFORD c.1769-??

Trainedby his father! Johnwasa competenturveyorand
may, with his father, have assistecdhis brother Thomasin
that latter’s survey of the courseof the proposedNeath
Canalin 17902 Certainlyin 1792he surveyeda routefor a
canalandtramroadlink connectingthe Glamorganshireand
Neathcanals,simultaneouslysurveyinga road route up the
Aberdare valley3 He appearedas a witness before the
Houseof Lords Committeein 1793whenthe AberdareBill

was going through Parliamentt His bill for £100.2.6.was
orderedto be paid by the first AberdareGeneralAssembly,
meeting in May 1793.

He may well have helpedin the constructionof the
GlamorganshireCanal 1790-1794 though he was not a
partner to the contract. He certainly helped his brother
Jamesin the latter’'s cargo carrying operationson the
Glamorganshirédut whetherhe carriedin his own right is
uncertairg

Johnwas effectively the first engineerto the Brecknock
and AbergavennyCanal. He surveyedseveralalternative
lines for the canalin 1792 and the schemeas presentedo
Parliamentin Januaryl1793was his, a modified version of
his original line with the canal now joining the
MonmouthshireCanal instead of the River Usk as first
intended.He appearedas a technical witness before the
Houseof Lordsin Februaryl793andthe Bill hadbeenread
twice when a successful petition was entered for the
alternative line favoured by the Monmouthshire Canal
Company surveyedby his brotherThomas[SeeChaper 1,
"Purpose and Promation']. In 1793/5Johnengineeredhe
first sectionsof the edge-rail Clydach Rail Road, from
Llangroiney toGellifelen and from Gellifelen to Fossalog,
near Nantyglo, totalling 5% miles® The Llangroiney to
Gellifelen sectionincluded his woodenbridge carrying the
railroadacrosghe River Usk. This collapsedn thefloods of
February 1795. His failure to provide for flood relief
culverts in the approach embankmentwas judged a
contributoryfactor, thoughsympathyfor the contractorwho
soughtto avoid his contractualiability to rebuildthe bridge
may have influenced the judgement.

In July 1794, still relatively inexperienced John was
appointedengineerfor the MontgomeryshireCanal,with his
elder brother Thomasto assisthim “with his opinion and
advice as often as it shall be thought necessaryby the
Committee™ In the event he received little assistance,
being often in demandhimself to assistThomaswith the
latter’s projects.He resignedin July 1796, probably as a
resultof partial failures of aqueductver the Vyrnwy and
the Rhiw for which he felt responsibleand emigratedto
America® At that time the Montgomeryshire Canal
comprisedthe length from CarreghofanearLlanymynech,
to Garthymyl,nearNewtown. The sectionfrom Franktonto
Carreghofanow regardedas part of the Montgomeryshire,

was then the Llanymynech branch of the Ellesmere Canal.

Confirmation that John Dadford did indeed go to
America has been established by Paul Dadford, the
indefatigableDadford family historian, who tracked down
informationin the 'Autobiographyof JohnReynoldsin ‘Pen
Picturesof WesternPennsylvania(University of Pittsburgh
Press 1938) and 'In French Creek Valley by John E.
Reynolds,(Meadville, Pa.,1938).From thesewe know that
in Decemberl797 John Dadford and ThomasWedgwood
(son of Josiah Wedgwood’s cousin Thomas Wedgwood)
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were in VenangoCounty, Pennsylvaniawhere they were
offered temporary accommodationin the log cabin of
William Reynoldsand family. Early in 1798 “smitten with
the mania for possessindand in America” Dadford and
Wedgwood built their own cabin, with assistancefrom
William Reynoldsandhis sonJohn.However,Dadfordand
Wedgwood became disillusioned with their new life,
perhapsememberinga terrible night's experiencdrying to
ford anicy river with their horses,andin May 1798 they
abandonedheir cabinandleft the area.Wedgwoodreturned
to New York, wherehe died of yellow feverin September
1798.Dadfordwasreportedto havereturnedto Englandto
tell of their experiencesn Americabut this seemsaunlikely
asthereis no recordof him in Englandafter1796andheis
not mentionedin his father'swill, madein 1809. It seems
more likely that he too died in America. No evidencehas
been found that he practised as a civil engineer there.
ThatJohnDadfordwashighly regardeds indicatedby a
Monmouthshire Canal Committee minute that Thomas
Dadford Jr. be requestedto senddown a properpersonto
take up the Mason’sand otherWork on the different Lines
of Canal And that the Committee wd. prefer Mr. John

Dadford’s coming down in preferenceo any other person
” g
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WILLIAM DADFORD (c.1774/6-)

Little is known of William beyondthe referencego him in
the registerof SedgleyPark School and his father’s will,
drawnup in 1809.In the will heis explicitly referredto as
“my SonWilliam Dadford” anda clausestipulatedthatif he
returnedfrom America within sevenyearsof his father's
death,or evidencewere producedthat he was alive or had
lawful children,he (or his childrenif heweredead) wereto
sharewith his sisterMary the bulk of his father'sestateThe
evidenceof subsequenthare transfersand death duties
shows that he did not inherit.

WhetherWilliam’s purposein goingto Americawasto
find his brother,or to join him in his new life there,isn’t
known but evidently he did not return.

MARY DADFORD (1774-1848)

ThomasDadfordSr’s daughteMary wasborn24 May 1774
and died 26 July 1848. She married metalworkerJoseph
Rock at St Peter's Parish Church, Wolverhampton by

Licenceon 1st Septemberl800. A property-owningmetal
worker of somesubstancelosephwas the secondson of a

prosperousbucklemaker,SamuelRock, of Windmill near
Walsall. Mary andJosephhadsix childrenandthroughtheir

descendantamongthem Mrs. Anne Walker, the Dadford
line lives on[Information from Mrs Anne Walker 2013 ]



SUMMARISING

The Dadfordswere significantengineersof the first period
of canalbuilding in Britain. As well as ThomasDadford
Sr'swork onthe canalsof the Black Countryandthe ‘Grand
Cross’, the canalsand associatedramroadsconstructecby
the Dadfordsand the Sheasbyslown the Welsh valleys to
Swansea, Neath, Cardiff and Newport made a major
contribution to industrial growth in South Wales.
Soundcanalengineer®f the secondank, Thos.Dadford
Sr.andhis sonswerewell ableto carryoutdemandingvork
accordingto contemporarycustomand practicebut perhaps
showedlimited innovative engineeringingenuity. They all
purchased shares in the canals they helped to build.
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